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I would like to start by thanking you our members for your support 
through your membership and donations to our programs. This is your 
organization in order to make it successful we need your participation 
whether you fill a vacancy on our board, submit a news article, place an 
exhibit, bring a child to our Y.N Program or just drop by the club table 
during one of our events and say hello. I am also asking our members and 
clubs to promote our organization and help bring in new members. 


The New England Numismatic Association will be participating with the 
New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo, April 15-16, 2022 at the Dou- 
ble Tree by Hilton, 700 Elm Street, Manchester, NH. Our activities will 
include non-competitive exhibits and the Club Table. Due to possible 
Covid restrictions we will not have our Y.N Program but will instead 
have a Young Numismatist table set up adjacent to the club table that will 
include giveaways for our young numismatist. We look forward to seeing 
everyone so please drop by and say hello. For more information on the 
show visit their website at www.nhcoinexpo.com . 


National Coin Week will be held from April 17-23. This year’s theme is 
“Dynamic Designs, Artistic Masterpieces”. Activities will focus on the 
incredible artistry on coins and paper money throughout history, and the 
talented artists who create it. For additional information, visit www.mon- 
ey.org/nationalcoinweek . 
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Please help we are in need of a State Director for Rhode Island. If you 
know anyone that you think might be a good candidate for our Board, 
please ask them to consider taking a position with us. We now meet via 
conference call to save on travel expenses and time, and only meet about 
eight times a year for an hour or so on Saturday mornings. If you haven’t 
visited our website lately, please do as it has updated information pertain- 
ing to our activities, Club listings and announcements. It also has a link 
to the Newman Numismatic Portal where our archives are located, click 
on NENA’s history tab. For more information visit www.nenacoin.org. 


If you have any ideas or suggestions on how we may better serve you, 
please let us know. You may email me at williamharkins@comcast.net 
or by mail NENA, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888. 


Sincerely 
William Harkins 





2022 NENA MEDAL DESIGN CONTEST 


It is time again to open competition for the 2022 NENA medal, using a 
theme appropriate to a significant numismatic anniversary or an event in 
U.S. history, preferably with a New England theme. 


The obverse of the medal will carry the traditional NENA Logo and re- 
verse will feature the winning design as the central theme with the legends 
78th, NENA Conference and Convention /October15, 2022, Manchester, 
NH in aring around the outside. Please include them in your design. 


Present your graphic idea on paper and explain the concept in words. 
You may also use electronic media (.jpg or .ppt format). The winner will 
be selected from all entries submitted through 30 June. The winner will 
be presented with a set of 2022 NENA medals at the annual meeting. 


Send electronic submissions to williamharkins@comcast.net with a sub- 
ject line of 2022 NENA MEDAL. Paper submissions can be sent to 
NENA, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, MA 01888. 
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From The Desk 
of The Editor 


Tyler M. Rossi 
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Four or five months ago I attended the Nashua NH show. I was aching 
to go, since this was the first show I had been to not only since the pan- 
demic, but since I had moved to Europe in the summer of 2017! I had a 
few bucks in my pocket and was ready to browse. Since I mainly collect 
ancient Greek silver, I wasn’t really looking for anything to match the- 
matically with my collection. I did however stumble upon a few tables 
of very interesting medals. Through several groups of collectors, I have 
begun to acquire a series of medals. These actually inspired me to write a 
piece that was published on CoinWeek.com about the Napoleonic medals 
celebrating the return of his body to France from Saint Helena after his 
death. 


But I digress. I immediately spied a very interesting World War I medal 
with its original presentation case. Struck in bronze, the medal is 2 1/2” 
(63.5 mm) in diameter and was designed by the French medallic artist 
Marcel Lordonnois and struck in 1919 by the FD. BROWN company of 
New York. This medal shows an armed American “Dough Boy” running 
through a raging battle. Smoke billows around the background as the 
solder runs in front of a manned trench carrying either a M1903 model or 
M1917 Springfield rifle. Traces of broken barbed wire litter the ground as 
evidence of a recent artillery barrage. The artist’s name and striking year 
are engraved along the rim in the lower right quadrant. 


The obverse tableau is reminiscent of, and perhaps acts as a preview for, 
a famous John Singer Sargent painting from the same year (1919) titled 
Gassed. Both act as touching memorials to the dead and wounded who 
gave their lives in such a senseless war. 
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of northern France. It depicts such memorable sites as Verdun, Argonne, 
Reims as well as others. There is an architectural, bridge looking base 
with a Catholic papal cross in the bottom center. The design is capped 
with the legend - 1917 FRANCE 1918 - arching over the entire reverse. 





Overall, I feel that this piece truly captures, not only the style of Europe- 
an commemorative art during the late war and early post war years but 
also with its blending of elements, the true ephemeral nature nor warfare. 
I could not think of a more poignant and historical medal to acquire after 
such a long time away from the hustle and bustle of the bourse floor! 


Happy collecting folks! 


PS. If you have any interesting coins, medals, or ephemera in your col- 
lection, I would love to create a feature column in NENA News, so please 
send pictures and a short write-up. My email is tmrossi94@gmail.com. 
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UPCOMING COIN SHOWS (2022) 


Listings are free to member clubs or promoters. For other clubs or prmoters the cost is 
$20 per listing for the remainder of the calendar year. Please make out checks payable 


to NENA and send to John Ferreri, P.O Box 33 -Storrs, CT 06268. Send questions 


to: johnnybanknote@ yahoo.com 


Connecticut: 


Sunday March 20th - Cromwell, CT. (9am -3pm) Courtyard Marriott, 4 Sebethe 
Drive (40 tables) Contact: John Stassins 718-323-1930 

Saturday March 26th, April 30th, May 21st, and June 25th (9:00am-3:00pm) 
Naugatuck, CT - Legion Post #17, 21 Cedar St. (20 tables) 

Contact: John Stassins 718-323-1930 

Sunday May Ist (8:30 am-2:30 pm) Norwich, CT - Holiday Inn Hotel 10 Laura 
Blvd (Near the DMV) Exit 11 on I-395 (Over 30 Dealer) Free Admission 

Contact - Pawcatuckvalleycoinclub.org 





Massachusetts: 


Sunday March 13, April 10, Aug 14, Nov 13, Dec 11 (9:30am - 2:30pm) 
Auburn, MA - Elks Lodge, 754 Southbridge St (RT 12) - 46 Tables 
Contact: EBW Promotions 978-658-0160 

Sunday Feb 27, March 27, April 24, May22, Sept 25, Oct 23, Nov 27 (9:00am - 
3:00pm) Devens, MA - Springhill Suites (Marriott) 31 Andrews Pkwy - 75 Tables 
Contact: EBW Promotions 978-658-0160 

Bay State Coin Show: July 28 - 30 (Fri-Sun) Pre ANA, Marlborough MA 
Best Western/Royal Plaza Hotel - 181 Boston Post Rd. (West) - 150 tables 
Contact: Ed Aleo P.O. Box 240 Clinton, MA 01510, 781-729-9677 

Fifth Sundays of the month, Mattapoisett, MA Knights of Columbus Hall 57 Fair- 
haven Rd (off Rt 6) Coin Club of Greater New Bedford www.ccgnb.com 


New Hampshire: 


April 15-16th (Fri-Sat), Oct. 14-15 (Fri-Sat) 1OAM-4-PM, (Manchester, NH) 
New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo. Doubletree Hilton - 700 Elm St. 
Contact: EBW Promotions, LLC. www.nhcoinexpo.com 

Third Sunday of each month (except April and October), Nashua, NH - Eagle’s 
Wing Function Center, 10 Spruce St. 

Contact: EBW Promotions 978-658-0160 


New York & Other States: 


Sunday - (Date TBA) Mount Kisco, NY) Coin and Collectibles Fair (Venue TBA) 
Contact:Jon Lerner 914-297-9282 - www.coinandcollectiblesfair.com 

March 31-April 2, 2022 (Baltimore, MD) Whitman Coin & Collectibles Spring 
Expo - Baltimore Convention Center, 1 West Pratt Street Baltimore, MD 
Contact: 404-214-4373 
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‘“‘Masathvsets” Sterling Silver Coinage: 
Defined by ‘“‘New England” 





Eric M. Hildebrant 


The title of this article is inspired by the realization that every coin must 
have a valid political issuing body. This article will show how the silver 
coinage of Massachusetts is a manifestation of the process which made 
New England the “top” governing body to surpass Massachusetts, as seen 
by the legends on the coins themselves. Supporting this was the creation 
of the “New England Confederacy” in 1643, where all the member colo- 
nies pledged to come to their mutual aid in times of conflict. Also, when 
the Massachusetts “Tree” shilling and an English shilling are compared, 
one can glean a very interesting picture of how political statements are 
often conveyed by the “coins of the realm”. 


Due to the dominant mercantile system in the British colonies, there was 
very little circulating coinage, with one exemption. At the conclusion of 
the French and Indian war some half pence and farthings were sent to 
Massachusetts, as compensation for their help in the war. This situation, 
where specie coins were flowing almost exclusively out of the colonies 
and to England, was draining and resulted in a shrinking local economy. 
I base the desire to having “New England” be the reigning political body 
over the colonies on the fact that the very first coin struck in Massachu- 
setts has ““N E” in script on one side. I will also present a theory as to why 
the colony was spelled “Masathvsets” and not “Massachusetts”. Finally, I 
will present a metrological study to explain the “obviously” (less than 60 
grains) cut down shillings we find today, and how they fit into the differ- 
ent colony’s money valuation schemes. 


Fortunately for New England, Charles I was beheaded in 1649, and the 


Colony took advantage of the resulting political instability by making 
Continued on next page 
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sterling silver shilling coins at a reduced weight of 71.6 grains for Mas- 
sachusetts compared to the 92.6 grain British coins. This was done in an 
attempt to keep the coinage in New England. Also legislated by the Gen- 
eral Court were two, three, and six pence coins in proper weight ratios. 
We’ re getting ahead of ourselves with the story, so I will restart! 


cal 
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Figures | & 2 - Shown are the obverse and reverse of a Massachusetts Oak Tree Sixpence 


When I saw my first “Red Book” of coins, I was fascinated by the Mas- 
sachusetts colonial sterling silver coinage and wished to be able to afford 
one of them! The artistic and mechanical progress of the designs from 
NE to Willow to Oak is beautiful and elegantly primitive. In total, Massa- 
chusetts produced 15 different denominations and types. No other colony 
had such an extensive amount of silver coins. 


The first time I was in a position to acquire one was 22 year later at the 
Worthy Coin Corporation’s Saturday afternoon bid-board coin auction. 
Luckily was successful and acquired a Large Planchet Pine Tree shilling 
(Noe 5) that has ragged edges around 10 to 2 o’clock. It also has a pro- 
nounced (about 1/16 of an inch) horizontal sinusoidal bend. The center of 
the bend coincides with the center of the coin. I was able to get the coin 
for a reasonable amount of money, since at the time no one knew that 
the coin was struck on a rocker-press and that ragged edges sometimes 
occurred on an original coin. Also, a certain dealer noted for his desire 


for Massachusetts silver was absent from the auction that day. The piece 
Continued on next page 
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weighs a full 72.1 grains and has the appearance of a saddle-like potato 
chip due to the very high offset of the rocker press coin centers. It also 
has vertical metal flow lines around the letters of the legends, whereas 
a screw-press would have radial metal flow lines. People at the auction 
thought that the coin was bent and raggedly clipped which helped keep 
the price down. Even so, I could barely afford the coin. Massachusetts 
silver always seems too expensive! 


In this article, I would like to discuss three subjects about the New En- 
gland Silver coins. They are: 


1) An artistic and iconographic comparison between the basic “Tree” 
shilling and the 1633 — 1634 shilling of Charles I of England. 


2) How some coins show evidence of what happens when the planchet 
slightly overlaps the edge of the die. Also interesting is when the coin is 
the product of a planchet which is slightly too long. This can cause a rag- 
ged edge to appear at the top or bottom of the coin, since the ragged edge 
was there before it was struck, and the dies did not impress this piece of 
metal. This usually happens when the planchet was cut from the end of a 
strip of the sheet. Often, the coin is full or slightly overweight. 


3) A re-examination of the weights of “purposely and obviously” clipped 
shillings. This area of investigation was previously presented in the 
Spring of 2008 (Volume 16, #1) C4 journal. 


Artistic and Iconographic discussion 
Comparing the Charles, I Shilling (Seaby 2789) to the “Tree” shilling 


evokes many artistic correlations, similarities, and stylistic differences. 
Both coins prominently display the denominated value in roman numer- 
als. Both coins, on the obverse and reverse, have a centered concentric 
circle of small beads. Also, they both have their legends between this 
beaded border. Lastly, there is another circle of small beads framing the 
legends and the edge of the coin.I equate the King’s image and “XII” (for 
twelve pence) as seen on the obverse of the English Shilling to the “tree” 
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shilling’s “XII” and the legend “ANO DOM” along with the date (1652) 
using the a series of examples. 


Firstly, the King’s effigy is replaced by “1652”and the legend “ANO 
DOM” (anno domine, in the year of our lord) on the colonial Shilling. 
So, the King no longer represents God in the ruling of the country and is 
no longer the colony’s ruler. Recall that the King was beheaded in 1649, 
and in 1652 there was no King of England. Here is the written expression 
that God will be the sole lord of the colony. 


Next, the English legend of “CHRISTO AUSPICE REGNO” (I reign 
under the auspice of Christ) is replaced with “NEW ENGLAND”, the 
informal government at the time. Recall how on the first “NE” shillings 
of Massachusetts, only the initials in script of “NE” identified the issuing 
authority. This all reinforces the idea that for at least as far as the Amer- 
ican colonies were concerned, there is only the theological King (Christ, 
our Lord) and that the King of England had no special significance as the 
ruler of the New England colonies. From 1686 thru 1689, New England 
was acknowledged as the supreme political unit in the Northeast coastal 
colonies as demonstrated by the 1643 mutual defense confederacy. How 
the political nature of “New England” was formed is the subject of an- 
other article, but there was obviously a series of attempts to create this 
superior ruling governmental bodies between 1620 to 1686. 


A case can be made that the tree side of the colonial “Tree” shilling coins 
is the real reverse since the English shilling had the denomination and 
implied date based on the monarch’s effigy on the obverse. On the co- 
lonial shilling, the heraldic shield of Charles’ desired union of Scotland 
with England is replaced with either a Willow, Oak, or Pine tree which 
represented the land and natural bounty held by the colonists. As previ- 
ously mentioned, a circular beaded border defines the area for the leg- 
ends. All this echoes the theme that the English Shield represents the 
dominion of the King and that the very old and trees held dominion over 
the colonial lands. 

Continued on next page 
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The representation of England and Scotland as, at the time and unofficial 
political union, and its rule by Charles I as God’s representation on earth, 
is replaced by the very basic statement that the colonies had no King 
except Christ. The issuing colonial political body draw a parallel with 
the primitive aspect of nature. A new beginning for a new independent 
government ruled by no single King. A very Puritan ethic. 


Also, while the “Tree” Shilling and its British counterpart are both ster- 
ling silver, the colonial types are 25% lighter. This was done in an at- 
tempt to overcome mercantilism and keep the coinage in Massachusetts. 
Specie was always in short supply, and by allowing citizens to present 
their silver at the Boston mint and have it “up-valued” by 25% it was 
thought that the coins would remain in the colony. This was due to the 
fact that everywhere outside the New England colonies the coin would be 
valued simply as a piece of sterling silver. 


A side-by-side comparison of the English shilling and the “Tree” shillings 
also reveals that the “fabric” and style of the coins is about 50% similar, 
and 50% different. Not surprising since the later “Tree” coins were struck 
on a rocker or screw press, and the English were hand-hammered. 


Lastly, on the plate after page 34 of Sylvester Crosby’s book The Early 
Coins of America, there are a series of drawings made by the Massachu- 
setts General Court on what they wanted the artwork of the first NE coins 
to look like. Ordered in May 1642, these drawings consisted of a script 
“NE” on one side, and the denomination for the full shilling, half shilling 
or six pence, and three pence respectively (XII, VI, or II). However, be- 
cause the edges of the coins had no defined artwork, they were illegally 
clipped by dishonest individuals. This practice was so prevalent, that the 
General Court ordered a change in the coin’s design as shown on the 
plate following page 40 of Crosby’s book where four rather scrambled 
attempts to draw the legends of the coins are presented. 


It is telling that they all have abbreviated (or illegible) renderings of the 
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words: “Massachusetts”, “in”, and “New England”. There simply was no 
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space to fit the entire phrase in the allotted circular space of the coin. I 
propose that John Hull, the Massachusetts’s mint master, simply did not 
have enough space on the coin to spell out “MASSACHUSETTS IN” 


Continued on next page 
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Make us your local coin shop. Serving collectors of all ages! Special 
attention paid to young numismatists. Start your collecting life here! 
Learn about and collect coins and paper money from the far reaches 
of the world. 
Looking for something special? Proof and mint sets make nice gifts! 
Always buying gold and silver coins and bullion. 
Please call ahead for store hours. 








Buyers, sellers and appraisers of coins 
and collectibles for over 40 years! 
Attending most major coin and currency shows 
in New England. 
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on the coins. The legend might have barely fit with very small letters on 
the shilling, but there was no way it would fit on the six pence and three- 
pence. 


In order to engrave the legally prescribed legends, Hull had to abbreviate 
the legends as best he could. Abbreviated legends have an extremely rich 
back-ground dating back to before ancient Roman coinage, and English 
hammered coins certainly had many abbreviated legends. Starting with 
Massachusetts, Hull dropped the first “S”, changed the “C” to a “T”, and 
then made a “U” out of a “V”. While this last change was not unusual, 
it may have been because he lacked the proper punches. Seemingly, the 
General Court did not have a problem with it. The ‘IN” was left alone, 
and the reverse had the full inscription. For all the “Tree” coins, “NEW 
ENGLAND” was always present in its entirety, in line with the impor- 
tance of that phrase. Finally, Hull abbreviated “Anno Domine” as “AN 
DOM”. 


Since consistency in coin engraving was extremely important at this 
time, so that an illiterate person could make out the denomination, Tree 
side of the six-pence was the same as the shilling. However, the reverse 
was further simplified by shortening “AN DOM” to “ANO”. Finally, the 
three-pence substituted a small rosette for “IN” on the Tree side and also 
for “AN DOM” on the date side. Certainly, the fully spelled out legends 
were abbreviated for all coins out of necessity of legibility. 


Variations in Minting techniques 
The next aspect of the Tree shillings I’d like to discuss concerns all the 
Massachusetts Silver Coins. It is not uncommon for the edge of such 
coins to have a raised flange on their edges. This can sometimes com- 
prise up to half the coin’s diameter and be orientated perpendicular to 
the coin’s surface. This flange sticks up only on one side of the coin and 
maxes out at a thickness of about | to 2 millimeters. 





I propose that this happened if the planchets were placed slightly off 
center on the fixed bottom die of the screw press when the top die was 
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driven down to stamp the coin. The planchet metal that was not covered 
by both dies would be forced off the edge of the dies and restrained in 
plastic flow by any part of the coin press. While a collar was not needed 
for this effect, it is likely that a collar of some sort was used on the Small 
Planchet Pine Tree Shillings. Such a collar would greatly help the person 
who placed the planchets onto the bottom die to ensure proper alignment. 
Such a collar would have a slightly greater diameter than the die, and it is 
in this space that the coin’s flange would be formed. 


If the planchet was placed off center, the coin has a higher chance of 
having an incomplete strike on the area directly opposite the flange. This 
would usually result in the tops of the legend’s letters being cut off. Luck- 
ily, this did not happen often. If the planchet was too large for the dies an 
edge flange would be formed if there was a “aligning” slot to the press, 
as discussed above. This effect can be seen on all denominations and 
types of Massachusetts silver. I believe that it adds to the coin’s character. 
In his book, , Christopher Salmon notes this phenomenon and provides 
a very good explanation of how it happens which supports the various 
production theories. 


Weight distributions of cut-down Mass shillings 
In a previous article on Massachusetts silver, I emphasized the current 


prevalence of colonial silver shillings which had been cut down to such 
sizes that could not possibly be passed as full weight. In fact, I have 
found many that only weighed about 50 grains. For perspective, a Span- 
ish Real weighed between 50 and 52 grains while the English six-pence, 
or half shilling, was about 46 grains. The basic theme is, once the colo- 
nial Massachusetts silver coinage left New England, it was treated solely 
as a commodity. It would be valued at the price of raw silver which was 
dictated by whatever location it ended up in. I reexamined this hypothesis 
with a histogram of weight vs. number of occurrences of various groups 
of Massachusetts silver coins. 


For coins mentioned in Sydney Noe’s book, The Silver coinage of Mas- 
Continued on next page 
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sachusetts, very tight weight histograms displayed an average of about 
71 grains, with a standard deviation of about 1.5 grains maximum per 
among all denominations. This was not surprising, since 80 to 90% of the 
coins came from the T. James Clarke collection and the others from the 
finest cabinets of universities, antiquarian societies, and museums. These 
collectors could afford, and bought, the finest examples. In fact, many 
fully frosted uncirculated examples of Massachusetts silver exist to this 
day which look as flashy as an uncirculated Morgan Dollar! 


Two coin cutting techniques were used to alter a colonial Massachusetts 
silver coin’s value so it could easily be used as acceptable money. These 
cut fractions were meant to stay in New England and were made by lin- 
ear chisel cuts which halved and quartered the coins. This is exactly like 
how the Spanish 8 real coins were cut. Several pieces from the shipwreck 
“Feversham” show this method of cutting. The other, and more com- 
monly found, light weight coins are cut around the edges to maintain the 
coin’s roundness. I produced another histogram including 43 of these 
coins at a C4 “Happening” in the Spring of 2008. From this chart I found 
two weight groupings: fourteen at 50 grains with a standard deviation of 
approximately 2 grains, and another group of twelve coins of approx- 
imately 45 grains standard with a deviation of about 3 grains. Another 
interesting grouping of seven coins, which weigh 65 grains, had a stan- 
dard deviation of about 3 grains. These were the lowest weight coin that 
had a good chance of passing as full weight. 


This supports my hypothesis with which I posit that New England coins 
were a simple silver commodity in all of the other non-New England 
colonies. 


Miscellaneous but interesting 
Personally, I think that Hull’s disdain for striking smaller denominations 
is evident in the poor workmanship he put into the smaller coins. Find- 
ing small denominations with clear legends is very difficult. This was 
partially due to the nature of how the Hull received the raw silver, and 
how the coins were delivered to the customer. This transaction was done 
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by total weight, so the exact weight of any one coin made little differ- 
ence and allowed Hull to make coins with large weight tolerances. As a 
result, the three-pence coins vary greatly in weight. The shillings, which 
are incidentally the most common type of Massachusetts silver, have the 
highest level of weight consistency. Perhaps this was because they were 
most easily compared with a known “good” specimen using a simple 
two-pan balance. 





Figures 3 & 4 Pictured are both obverse and reverse of a coin reclaimed from the “Feversham” showing the 
cuts made by a chisel 


Also, as the coins went through the rocker press. they stretched, to var- 
ious extents, in the direction of the movement of the rockers leading to 
odd-shaped coins. Since Hull used large scissors to cut the planchets out 
of the strip, it is possible in fact for one can have a diamond-shaped Oak 
Tree coin. 


I conclude that, while It is very nice to own a silver colonial Massachu- 
setts coin, they are quite expensive. However, a collector one does not 
need a lot of money to buy the books and use their very good photographs 
and plates to learn more about them. In fact, it is the story the coins tell 
themselves that is the fascinating element of numismatics for me. 
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She Gave Her Name to an Age 
Queen Victoria 





James C. Johnston, Jr. 





Figure 1: Bank of British North America note of Montreal, Canada showing Queen Victoria and her son, 
King Edward VII 

She was the granddaughter of poor old 
and quite mad, George III, last of the 
Hanoverian kings to rule over what was 
to become the United States. George III 
fathered fifteen children in the bonds of 
holy matrimony. His sons, however, were 
not quite as successful in that area, since 
fathering illegitimate children was an age 
old Hanoverian tradition. The Prince of 
Wales, later George IV, and his brother 
William IV ‘’The Sailor King’’, left no 
legitimate living heirs. It remained the 
task of one of Mad King’s younger sons, the Duke of Kent, to furnish an 
heir to the throne of England and her growing empire. 





Figure 2: Obverse of a Queen Victoria 
2-pound gold piece 


The Duke of Kent only just made it to legitimate fatherhood by 
fathering a little girl in 1819 by his new wife, a widowed princess of the 
ducal house of Saxe Coburg und Gotha, before dying. The child’s name 

Continued on next page 
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was Victoria, and at the time of her birth she was third in line for the 
throne of Great Britain and the wider British Empire. The man most up- 
set by her birth was her uncle Ernest, one of her father’s younger brothers 
displaced from the line of succession as a result of her legitimate birth. 





Figures 3 & 4: The obverse and reverse of a 1848 Silver Florin from Great Britain 


For the next eighteen years, England waited while Victoria’s aging and 
heirless uncles, who ruled respectively as George IV from 1820 to 1830 
and William IV 1830 to 1837 clung to their thrones. On William’s death 
in 1837, his younger brother Ernest went off to rule the German Kingdom 
of Hanover, which had been joined to the English crown since 1714, and 
Victoria became Queen of England. The two Kingdoms had been linked 
by Hanover’s King George, who later became George I of England on 
the death of his aunt, Queen Anne, who was the last ruling member of 
the House of Stuart. Victoria did not succeed to the throne of Hanover 
due to the Kingdom’s Salic Law prohibiting a woman from inheriting the 
throne. The English hated this German connection, and they rejoiced at 
the fact that they would be ruled by an English oriented queen. 


Of course, Victoria was still fluent in German. Her mother was 
German as was her father. In 1840, she would marry a German prince, 
her first cousin Albert of Saxe Coburg und Gotha, and her own nine 
children would all be German speakers, as would be her grandchildren 
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and some of her great grandchildren like Edward VIII. Yet culturally, 
Victoria became the most English of England’s queens, and later, the 
most English mother figures in the history of the Empire. Her long reign 
would last from 1837 until her death in 1901. She straddled two eras, 
and when she was born, Napoleon I, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and 
George III were all still living. During her youth, she exchanged apple 
seeds and plant knowledge with James Madison and held conversations 
with the Duke of Wellington. At her death, electrical power, the tele- 
graph, and telephone, had all spread globally and modern steam ships 
and dreadnought battleships swam in the oceans shrinking the size of the 
world. More than that, her Empire grew until the sun truly never set on 
England’s flag, The Union Jack. 





Figures 5 & 6: Obverse and reverse of the 1866 Proof Hong Kong Dollar 


During Victoria’s reign, not only did the Empire grow to span 
every time zone on the planet, but English trade, industry, politics, and 
policy dominated the world of commerce and diplomacy. But perhaps 
most importantly of all, the great wealth of England was reflected in 
her coinage and postage stamps. On almost every coin struck for use 
in Britain’s worldwide Empire was the portrait of Victoria. In the Far 
East, Australia, throughout the Pacific, in the vast subcontinent of India, 
throughout Africa, in significant portions of the Americas, and on islands 


Continued on next page 
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all over the world, portraits of Victoria stared up from the hands of more 
than a billion people, not to mention generations of numismatists and phi- 
latelists. More than a hundred British colonies would also issue stamps 
that showed the face of the Queen-Empress Victoria for almost sixty-four 
years. By the time of her death in 1901, the vast majority of the people on 
the planet had never known the British Empire to have been ruled by an 
individual other than Queen Victoria. No world figure was so universally 
well-known, respected, and loved as Victoria. More than a billion people 
knew Victoria’s face as well as they knew the faces of their own family. 


Her name would be given to all sorts of styles from Victorian 
Gothic and Victorian Rococo to the styles of the late aesthetic movement 
of Charles Eastlake. In addition to various forms of nineteenth century 
architecture, Victoria’s name would be given to a whole new set of social 
manners and conventions. I am sure, however, that she did not embrace 
this wholesale. About this fact, I am sure that she was not amused. 


Personally, Victoria enjoyed the use of power and influence, and 
citing most of her prime ministers, sought to influence the various thrones 
of Europe. She also liked to drop in on common people around her sum- 
mer palace in Scotland for a meal to be social, to exchange preserves and 
village gossip, take walks in the woods, or just walk in the rain while 
smoking a cigarette. She relished visiting the kitchen at night to enjoy 
a tankard of beer with her beloved late husband’s *’Gilly”’ and personal 
servant, John Brown, by the fire side, or taking a swim in the sea with her 
daughters whom she herself taught to swim. 


Whenever there was a problem with Kaiser William II, she would 
take a trip to Germany and straighten him out. Everyone might have been 
afraid of the Kaiser, but he was terrified of Grandma Victoria, yet he 
loved her more than anyone on the planet. In fact, she died in his arms 
in 1901. Thus, the age that carried her name came to an end. From 1837 
to 1901, the world saw her grow from a young girl, into a mature wom- 
an, and finally to old age on her stamps and coinage which spanned the 
globe. 
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The “Back From the Future” Coin 





Tim Skinski 





Figures 1 & 2: Obverse and Reverse of the 1797 C-3b Half Cent 


Pictured above this article, is a 1797 C-3b Half Cent, which I have re- 
cently added to my Half Cent die variety collection. As many of you may 
be aware, this is the so-called Low Head, Lettered Edge variety, which 
is relatively scarce (R4). By itself, the coin is pretty interesting for Half 
Cent collectors, but this particular specimen is particularly intriguing, as 
it was struck on a cut-down 1798 Large Cent. look closely on reverse, 
and you will see the “98” between the “OF” and “AM”. Sheldon variety 
specialists have identified the underlying cent as either a S-160 or S-161. 
So, the obvious question is: How can a 1797 half cent be struck over a 
future dated large cent? The mystery is untangled as we delve into the 
inner operations of the early U.S. Mint. 


Continued on next page 
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In 1797, the United States Mint in Philadelphia was still very much in 
its infancy. As with many start-up organizations, it faced both labor and 
materials challenges. For the former, making dies was extremely labor 
intensive. As a result, dies would be kept in service until they cracked or 
were rendered unfit for further service. They would sometimes even be 
used into the next calendar year. During this time period, the coinage life 
for a die was approximately 40,000 impressions. Concurrently, sourcing 
of copper for half cents was a continuing challenge during these first years 
of the Mint’s history. As a result, Mint personnel had to creatively ac- 
quire materials. They purchased half cent planchets from private firms in 
Europe (particularly in England), cut half cent planchets from purchased 
Talbot, Allum, & Lee tokens, and also cut half cent planchets from mis- 
struck large cents. During the very last years of the 18th century, these 
two factors came together to create some fascinating numismatic anom- 
alies. 


In December 1796, the Mint purchased a group of Talbot, Allum, & Lee 
tokens from William Talbot, and in February 1797, Mint records reported 
additional planchets were created from rolled down spoiled cents. During 
April and May of 1797, Cohen variety | (“1 over 1” variety) and Cohen 
variety 2 (“Normal Head” or “Centered Liberty” variety) half cents were 
minted. The first variety was mostly. if not entirely, overstruck on the 
Talbot tokens. These tokens were also the largest source of the Variety 2 
coins, although sheet copper and spoiled Large Cents were used as addi- 
tional sources. After these coins were delivered in Spring 1797, the half 
cent coinage was suspended. 


Upon perusal of A Guidebook of the United States Coins, numismatists 
will note that that there are no known 1798 or 1799 half cents. None- 
theless, Mint accounting records report sporadic small half cent deliver- 
ies resuming again in spring 1799. However, these Mint reports do not 
specify the actual dates of these coins. As such, half cent coin deliveries 
during this period have been the subject of considerable speculation and 
research. Numismatic half cent scholars such as Cohen, Breen, Manley, 
and Eckberg have analyzed these records intensively and have been able 
to determine that these half cent deliveries comprised of 1797 dated coins. 
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These Spring 1799 Half cent deliveries of 1797 half cents are thought to 
be late die state Cohen 1 coins, which were struck on planchets created 
from spoiled Large Cents. From this research, it is also generally agreed 
that the Cohen 3 “Low Head” varieties (including my example for this 
article) were actually struck and delivered early in 1800. As a result of 
the continuing retention, and usage, of the 1797 dated half cent dies, mis- 
struck 1798 cents would certainly have then been available as a planchet 
source for the 1797 C-3 half cents during the year of 1800. 0 
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Bar Coppers 





Peter Jones (MA, MD, MBA) 





Figures | & 2: Obverse and reverse of an authentic Bar copper. Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. HA.com 


Tradition often dictates what people collect, and sometimes, even af- 
ter research shows an item never was colonial, people still collect it! 
Such is the case with continental dollars, which we now know were Ger- 
man-made medals that never circulated in America. 


Likewise, the bar cent may have come from Birmingham around 1785 
as a lightweight patriotic copper designed to pass as a halfpenny. These 
naive imitations of a Continental Army button were contemporary to, but 
not as significant as colonial money. 


John Hickcox made no mention of the bar copper in his 1858 book and 

Dickeson wrote of it as a “U.S.A. copper” in 1859. He wrote: 

« “Tt is asserted by some, they were issued in 1776 — favoring the idea, that 
the issue of a coinage at this time was intended as an endorsement of the 
Declaration of American Independence; by others, that they made their ap- 
pearance in 1783 — the year of its recognition by Great Britain. They were, 

Continued on next page 
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Figure 3: Continental Army Button. Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. HA.com 


at any rate, merely a private enterprise, and we have learned, satisfactorily 
to ourselves, that they were really gotten up and struck off in Cherry Street, 
in Philadelphia. As this location is the birthplace of the “Washington cent of 
1791,” it looks a little as if the Mr. Harper, therewith so prominently con- 
nected, might possibly have paid some attention to the art of coining, before 
the period when he became so famous.” 


Sylvester Crosby wrote in 1875: 


THE BAR CENT, OR U S A COPPER. This is another piece about which 
little is known. Bushnell says of it, “This copper was coined in Birming- 
ham, in England, in the year 1785, and was probably the work of Wyon. 
The obverse USA is the same as the device of the old Continental Buttons, 
having been copied from them. This novel piece was put into circulation in 
the city of New York and made its first appearance there in the month of 
November, of the above-mentioned year. On account of its light weight, as 
well as its device, it was not received with favor, and was not extensively 
circulated”. 


Walter Breen in 1988 wrote: 


The New Jersey Gazette, Nov. 12, 1785, described a recent arrival among 
circulating coppers from Birmingham “Hard Ware” makers. A new and cu- 
rious kind of coppers have lately made their appearance in New York. The 
novelty and bright gloss of which keeps them in circulation. These coppers 
are in fact similar to Continental buttons without eyes; on the one side are 
thirteen stripes and on the other U.S.A. as was usual on the soldier’s but- 
tons. If Congress does not take the establishment of a Mint into consid- 
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eration and carry it into effect it is probable that the next coin which may 
come into circulation, as we have a variety of them, will be the soldier’s 
old pewter buttons, for they are nearly as variable as the coppers above 
described and hardly so plenty. 


Breen stated that Charles Ira Bushnell attributed these tokens to Wyon’s 
mint in Birmingham. Breen suggests a US merchant ordered them and 
provided a Continental Army uniform button as a prototype, a theory 
with which Louis Jordan agrees. The USA on the coin is nearly identical 
to the button. He adds, “there are more forgeries than of any other coins 
of the period”. It is commonly believed that 1785 wa the date of manu- 
facture, and that most surviving examples are in F — VF condition. 


Examples weigh between 80.8 to 87.2 grains (5.24 to 5.65 grams), and 
the planchets are light and tight leading to the rim denticles being fre- 
quently cut off. When you turn the coin over 0 degrees (i.e. a medal turn), 
there is a small spike, or spicules, in the top left on the second bar from 
the bottom. The sixth bar from the bottom also has a tiny spike, coming 
off the top in the middle. 


In the bar copper the S goes over the U and under the A, a design element 
which can only be seen on detailed, high-grade examples. John Adams 
Bolen (1826-1907), a numismatist and engraver, of Springfield, Mass, 





Figures 4 & 5: Bolen Copy of Bar Copper. Courtesy of Heritage Auctions. HA.com 
*Note S passes over A. In the original it passes over the U and under the A 


Continued on next page 
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engraved a series of dies including a set for bar coppers which he later 
used to strike 65 copper pieces in 1862. Woodward later bought the dies 
and struck 12 pieces in silver. Unlike the Bolen Copies, In this type, the 
letter S passes over both the U and the A. Also, the spicules on the reverse 
are all different. 


These coins auction for a lot of money. The original on the next page sold 
for $70,000! I however, have chosen to buy a copy. 
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The Battle of Stonington 





C. John Ferreri 





Figure 1: Discharge from cannon on shore seems to have the largest ship in retreat. 


This engraving by Reed, Stiles and Co. sc. was used for quite a few years 
by this bank. This particular note though, is from a later emission as ev- 
idenced by the overprinted denomination “ONE” in red ink. By far, the 
notes with this colored overprint are much rarer than their counterparts 
without. Adding a colored overprint to an existing plain plate impression 
on subsequent printings help numismatists determine when the particular 
note was placed into circulation. Additionally, overprints, such as the one 
on this note, and imprints (identifying text or marks left by the engraver) 
can be very helpful when trying to identify the time frame of the printing 
of the note. This bank circulated notes with this vignette with and without 
the overprint for over thirty years. 


A small settlement, the town of Stonington, Connecticut is not much larg- 
er today than when the British Navy paid it a fateful visit in 1814. They 
came with four ships: the 74-gun HMS Ramillies, 44-gun Pactolus, 22- 
gun Dispatch, and the bomb ship Terror. They were headed to engage the 
town during the War of 1812 due to reports that torpedoes were being 
assembled there to be used against British shipping. 


Continued on next page 
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Figure 2: Military action with ships in background 


Due to its small size Stonington had no formal fortifications, but its citi- 
zens managed to quickly erect a stone and timber wall. For defense how- 
ever, they had only two 18-pound cannons and a gun of a lower caliber, 
given to them by the State of Connecticut. The defenders were comprised 
almost entirely of local citizens from Stonington, with just a few men 
from other towns. The town could muster a defense force of only be- 
tween 20 and 40 men to man the guns and defend this small spit of land 
jutting into Little Narragansett Bay. 


With all their firepower, it is not known even today, why so little damage 
was affected from the bombardment the British threw at the misfortunate 
borough of Stonington. It is known however, that British gunnery was 
extremely inaccurate, and that many shells fired from the ships landed 
in grazing fields about a mile away affecting minor damage. While no 
American lives were lost that day, one young man died from an infected 
wound some weeks later. Conversely, the British sustained an estimat- 
ed twenty-five deaths and fifty casualties as a result of the action. HMS 
Dispatch had to withdraw to safety because of damage to its hull and a 
cannonball pierced the Pactolus killing several crew members. After the 
attack it was estimated that the British ordnance which flew at Stonington 
weighed around 50 tons. Such was the barrage that the defender’s flag 
flying at the water’s edge sustained seven holes from cannon balls. 
Continued on next page 
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The American poet, Philip Freneau (1752-1832), later penned this poem 
which describes the action of that day in somewhat humorous terms. 


The Battle of Stonington 


Four gallant ships from England came 
Freighted deep with fire and flame, 
And other things we need not name, 
To have a dash at Stonington. 


Now safely moor’d, their work begun; 
They thought to make the yankees run, 
And have a mighty deal of fun 
In stealing sheep at Stonington. 


A deacon, then popp’d up his head 
And parson Jones’s sermon read, 
In which the reverend doctor said 

That they must fight for Stonington. 


A townsman bade them, next, attend 
To sundry resolutions penn’d, 
By which they promised to defend 
With sword and gun, old Stonington. 


The ships advancing different ways, 
The britons soon began to blaze, 
And put th’ old women in amaze, 

Who fear’d the loss of Stonington. 


The yankees to their fort repair’d, 
And made as though they little cared 
For all that came—though very hard 

The cannon play’d on Stonington. 


The Ramillies began the attack, 
Despatch came forward, bold and black 
And none can tell what kept them back 

From setting fire to Stonington. 


The bombardiers with bomb and ball, 
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Soon made a farmer’s barrack fall, 
And did a cow-house sadly maul 
That stood a mile from Stonington. 


They kill’d a goose, they kill’d a hen, 
Three hogs they wounded in a pen 
They dash’d away, and pray what then? 
This was not taking Stonington. 


The shells were thrown, the rockets flew, 
But not a shell, of all they threw, 
Though every house was full in view, 
Could burn a house at Stonington. 


To have their turn they thought but fair; 
The yankees brought two guns to bear, 

And, sir, it would have made you stare, 
This smoke of smokes at Stonington. 


They bored Pactolus through and through, 
And kill’d and wounded of her crew 
So many, that she bade adieu 
T’ the gallant boys of Stonington. 


Continued on next page 
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The brig Despatch was hull’d and torn 
So crippled, riddled, so forlorn, 
No more she cast an eye of scorn 
On th’ little fort at Stonington. 


The Ramillies gave up th’ affray 
And, with her comrades, sneak’d away 
Such was the valor, on that day, 

Of british tars near Stonington. 


But some assert, on certain grounds, 

Besides the damage and the wounds 

It cost the king ten thousand pounds 
To have a dash at Stonington. 





Figure 3 & 4: Town green w/two cannons and modern Memorial to the right 


Today visitors to Stonington can see the two 18-pound defensive cannon 
on the small green in the center of town only yards from where the action 
took place and reminisce about this history making battle of the War of 
1812 that few U.S. Citizens have even heard of. At the water’s edge, they 
can also read the Memorial to the brave men who denied the British navy 
entry to the little seaside borough in Southeastern Connecticut. Thanks 
to U.S. obsolete bank notes such as the one shown, an emission from the 
Stonington Bank, an image of that battle was circulated widely in Con- 
necticut during the mid 1800s. Similar events with local intrigue may be 
found on other issues of the paper currency issued during this time. With 
the note in hand, one only has to search through the history books! 
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Boston Daguerreians 





Walt Wiegand 


Louis Daguerre developed a practical process whereby images quickly 
could be captured on specially prepared metal plates. In 1839, his results 
were published in France and rapidly led to the growth of commercial 
photography. By the mid-1840s there were “Daguerreotype artists” of- 
fering their services in many US cities. 


In the same period, small advertising handbills were employed to draw 
attention to products or businesses. These handbills were designed to be 
easily mistaken for one of the many private banknotes in circulation at 
the time. Such an ad-note, engraved and printed by W.W. Wilson, was 
issued by Chases Daguerrian Bank in the late 1840s can be seen below. 
With the appearance of a $10 bill, it announced, “apparatus furnished, in- 
struction given” and offered “on demand Likenesses single or in groups 
in any weather unsurpassed by any in the world...Price according to 
quality... c@- Call and see”. The location indicated was No. 247 Wash- 
ington Street, Boston. 
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Fears 1: 108 Chases Dapaeti Bank Handbill fam the late 18405 
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Rare US & World Coins 
International Silver & Gold Coins 
And More 
We are more than just coin dealers. We are historians, 
and are knowledgeable about rare currency, from both 
the United States, as well as International currency. We 
work with both coins, along with paper currency. If you 
would like to trade or sell your entire collection, we will 
offer youa 
FREE, NO-OBLIGATION OFFER 
for the entire collection! We will come to you as well fora 
FREE APPRAISAL OR CONSULTATION 
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Mid-century Boston-area directories listed several dozen studios where 
your image could be captured. Chases Daguerrian Bank’s 1849 ad, seen 
below, was one. 


CHASE’S 
Daguerrian Rooms, 
2417 
Washington St. Boston. 

We have executed 40,000 LIKE- 
NESSES, and possessing every fa- | 
cility, are taking single copies and | 
groups, unsurpassed by any in the | 
world. Having a large Sky-Light, . 
we take pictures equally geod in | 
cloudy asin fair weather. Calland 
see. L. G. CHASE. 


i 
' 
t 
i 
! 
t 
1 





Figure 2: 1849 newspaper advertisement placed by Chase’s Daguerrian Bank 


E. B. Chase and L. G. Chase are the signatures on the advertising 
banknote. The brothers Ezra B. Chase (1818-1890) and Lorenzo G. 
Chase (1823-1860) were born in Kensington, New Hampshire. Both 
were daguerreotype artists, but except for a few years in the late 1840s, 
they operated independently. Their locations can be tracked using entries 
in city directories and census records. E. B. lived in various NH and 
MA towns before retiring to Newburyport where he died. L. G. mostly 
conducted his business in Boston, but by 1860 he was based in St Louis 
where he later died of typhoid fever. 
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Oh My Gaudens 





Tom Caldwell 


Fall is a wonderful time to travel in New England, especially by car. 
It is the season during which many thousands of leaf peepers descend 
upon sleepy towns in the northeast, hoping to be dazzled by the vivid au- 
tumnal displays. Apple orchards, cider donuts, pumpkin-fests, decorative 
gourds, and of course the foliage are among the many wonderful features 
enjoyed during their stay. 





Figure 1: A winding New England road filled with beautiful golden fall foliage 


Believe it or not, this isn't Photoshopped! 


Another, perhaps lesser-known New England attraction, can be found in 
the town of Cornish, New Hampshire. Cornish is a pleasant 2 hours 15 
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minute drive from Concord, MA (home of Northeast Numismatics) on 
the New Hampshire- Vermont border. Cornish is also home to the Saint 
Gaudens National Historic Park. Within the park grounds you will find 
the home of Augustus Saint Gaudens, one of the 19th and 20th century's 
most preeminent sculptors. St. Gaudens made Cornish his summer home 
from 1885-1897 until he moved there permanently in 1900. The grounds 
also feature many of his bronze sculptures as well as the Blow-Me-Down 
farm, dance hall, nature trails, monuments, statues, memorials, atriums, 
flower gardens, ponds, and wide-open fields that showcase the beautiful 
views of the Vermont mountains from across the Connecticut River. 





Figure 2: Main House and Flower Gardens 


St. Gaudens was well known for his ‘Beaux-Arts’ sculptures and be- 
came quite famous during his lifetime. Some of his major achievements 
include the Civil War Robert Gould Shaw Memorial which still stands on 
Boston Common, the General John Logan Memorial in Chicagos Grant 
Park, and a plethora of other works too numerous to name here. 


It is also said that St. Gaudens was a good friend of Teddy Roosevelt. 


Continued on next page 
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Since Roosevelt was unimpressed (to put it lightly) with the visual na- 
ture of America’s coinage, he developed a scheme to change their designs. 
St. Gaudens was commissioned to lead the way for these advancements, 
and was charged with designing a $20 gold piece, $10 gold piece, and a 
cent, the last of which was never minted. Many consider his gold $20 
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Double Eagle to be the most beautiful in all of US coinage. Here is one of 
the finest known examples of his $20 Double Eagle design. 


The most famous, and perhaps most controversial coin in US history, is 
the 1933 $20 Double Eagle. Only 13 still exist, with only one example 





Figure 6: 1907 St Gaudens Indian Head $10 


in private hands. This particular specimen sold recently for $18,800,000 
(USD) in June 2021. 


Second only to the 1933 $20 Double Eagle, is the equally famous and 
certainly more attainable 1907 $20 High Relief. This important US coin 


Continued on next page 
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comes in two varieties: the Wire Rim and Flat Rim types. We shouldn't 
however consider them to be true varieties, since the two different strik- 
ings were not planned by the Mint, but rather came as a result of a rather 
tedious striking process. In fact, each coin required 5 blows by the equip- 
ment in order to bring up the design elements fully. 

Designed by a very talented American artist, these are perhaps the most 





Figure 8: The 1907 Saint Gaudens $20 High Relief with the roman numeral date. 


beautiful American coins. If you ever find yourself in New England, you 
should definitely make the Saint Gaudens National Historic Park one of 
your must-see attractions. 0 
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Reader Thoughts on, First Coins of the 
Americas 





Robert Hoge, Curator Emeritus, American Numismatic Society writes: 


“I was very pleased to see the new book The First Coins of the Americas, 
by Dr. Peter Jones, referenced in the latest E-Sylum. This is a wonderful 
work. If there had been such a book available many years ago, I think I 
might have dedicated myself to studying and working on collecting these 
kinds of issues instead of having become very much of a generalist. Al- 
though I have indeed often focused from time to time on these series, 
over the years, there was much material and information in it that was of 
interest, and essentially new to me! 


“T highly recommend this volume!” 


THE FIRST COINS Wayne Homren kindly pub- 
OF THE AMERICAS lished the above review in 
— E-Sylum. Robert Hoge has also 
; kindly given permission to re- 
print this review. 


This book may be purchased at: 
store.bookbaby.com for $79.00 
plus shipping. © 


By Perer Jones MA, MD, MBA 
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Why I Collect? 





Stanley Sobiech 





Figures | & 2: Obverse and reverse of the 1892 Colombian Exposition 50 Cent piece 


This is another “why I collect “article. This time it is about commemo- 
rative coins. There are two short answers to this question. First, because 
I like the designs and second, it is a relatively short series. It starts with 
a half dollar commemorating the World’s Columbian Exposition with 
Christopher Columbus 1892 and 1893 followed by a 1893 25 cent coin 
with Queen Isabella of Spain. In 1900 a one dollar coin was minted show- 
ing Washington and Lafayette. As you can see, we have two non-Ameri- 
cans on US coins. 





The Rest of the coins are half dollars. There are one quarter coin, one 
dollar coin and 48 half dollar coins. Some coins were minted for just 


Continued on next page 
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GOLD IN MANY FORMS 





Highlights from our Spring 2022 Auction 


Auction: April 5-8, 2022 « Costa Mesa, CA 
Expo Lot View1ne: March 29-April 2, 2022 « Baltimore, MD 





Magnificent Choice Proof 
1870 Liberty Head $20. 
Proof-64 Deep Cameo (PCGS). 


Kellogg & Humbert 
Assayers Gold Ingot from the 
S.S. Central America Treasure. 
(photo reduced) 


Exceptionally Large Native Gold 
Specimen. 30.86 troy ounces. 
(photo reduced) 


Contact Us for More Information 
800.458.4646 CA e 800.566.2580 NY e Info@StacksBowers.com 


470 Park Ave., New York, NY 10022 


; 1735 Market St., Ste. 130, Philadelphia, PA 19103 
1550 Scenic Ave., Ste. 150, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 


GALLERIES Info@StacksBowers.com « StacksBowers.com 
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one year and others have multiple dates such 
as the Columbus coin, the 1926-1939 Oregon 
Trail Memorial, 1934-1939 Daniel Boone Bi- 
centennial , 1935-1939 Arkansas Centennial. 
The 1946-1951 Booker T. Washington Memo- 
rial, the 1951-1954 Carver/Washington Com- 
memorative. Interestingly, some coins have 
only one date then others were minted for 
multiple years. A few coins are available from 
Figure 5: Grant Half with “star” obv — two mints indicated by their mint marks but 
have the same date or no mint mark. 








™. | Some issues consist of two types such as the 

\\} 1920 Pilgrim coin, second type had 1921 
| added on the obverse. The second coin is the 
| 1921 Missouri Centennial. The first issue had 
2, then star, then 4 on the obverse indicating 
that it was the 24th star in the Flag, the sec- 
ond issue did not. Third is the 1921 Alabama 
Centennial. The first issue was plain, the sec- 
ond one had 2X2 in the field behind the head 
on the obverse indicating that it was the 22nd 
state. Another was the 1922 Grant Memorial. 


Figure 6: Grant Half with no “star” obv 


\| The first issue had a star on the obverse above 
] the name, “Grant” and the second was plain. 
There was no particular reason for it. However 
the one with the star is much more expensive. 
The 1934 -1938 Daniel Boone coins show two 
types of the coin. The 1934 has a plain obverse 
Figure 7: Grant Half reverse but the other dates have the commemorative 
1934 date added on the obverse . In addition to that there are eight type 
gold coins, I don't have any of these . I do not know how difficult it is to 
find them but I have only seen one that I can remember. I have forty of 
the silver coins. I am still looking for the rest. I hope you have as much 
fun as I have searching for all these Commemorative coins! 0 
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Microsummit 2021 





Alan Berman 





King Alanus of Bermania confirms the title of the King of Ourania 
with the Dukeof Missouri serving as honor guard 


Ata hotel in Las Vegas in July, Immanuel 
X, King of Ourania (known better to nu- 
mismatists as Edessa), graciously greet- 
ed His Excellency the Governor General 
of British West Florida. King Immanuel 
had earlier been appointed ambassador 
to the US by a claimant to the Empire 
of Manchukuo’s throne, Henry Pu Yi, a 
descendent of the last Chinese Emper- 
or. Later King Alanus of Bermania was 
seen engaged in a presentation by King 
Boleslaw II of Wojcikslavia on the con- 
stitutional implications of the Congress 
of Vienna on the current status of the 
Kingdom of Poland. What could prompt 
this almost surreal scene? MicroSum- 
mit 2021 of course. This event drew 
together Kings, Presidents, and Dukes 





King Alanus of Bermania in formal uniform, 
including ANA convention medals 


Continued on next page 
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representing various micronations from throughout the US and Canada, 
and it has for more than a decade. 


What is a micronation? While there is no universally accepted defini- 
tion, most micronations can be described as a spirit or an idea which 
is configured in the context of a more or less mythical or hypothetical 
country. Some make serious political pretentions, others less so. Some, 
such as the famous Sealand, even have undisputed territory. Usually, 
one can observe that when micronational heads of state gather, there is 
generally more harmony and joviality than meetings of their more mun- 
dane counterparts. 


his particular celebration of creativity began with solemn ceremonies of 
the Kingdom of Bermania. Carefully painted and wax-sealed grants of 
arms were presented to Chess Grandmaster Stan Vaughan, confirming 
his title as King of Ourania, with another grant being presented to futurist 
John Michael Godier. The latter, famous for his interviews with experts 
in astronomy and space exploration, hosts the You Tube show “Event 
Horizon” (www.eventhorizonshow.com). 





King Alanus attends the Bermania exhibit while setting a good example 
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Amid the flags nestled together on the dais was that of the Burgravine of 
Munich, Ursula Kampmann, the well-known numismatist and owner of 
the popular numismatic blog CoinsWeekly (coinsweekly.com). 


While many technical speeches were delivered dealing with interna- 
tional treaties and sovereignty, the attendees also enjoyed lighter ones, 
such as “The Wolf of Dubbio”. This speech was delivered by King AI- 
anus I, known to numismatists as world and ancient coin dealer Allen 
G. Berman. The story was an excerpt from his recent book of humorous 
stories, Please Ignore Our Time Machine. This work was recognized with 
an award for contribution to micronational literature at the conferences’ 
conclusion.Of course, a great many examples of micronational currency, 
fantasy coins, and paper money were in evidence. The event provided a 
rare opportunity for collectors to acquire coins with under 100 mintages 
for as little as a few dollars. Some of these rare examples were struck to 
represent the coins used in works of literature such as Lord of the Rings 
and Game of Thrones. 


And of course, there was free money. All stalwart representatives who 
participated in the conference until the official breakdown of exhibits on 
Sunday morning were presented with banknotes of the Kingdom of Vol- 
letnia by Her Majesty Queen Loraine II. 


Why are numismatists attracted to coins from countries which do not 
exist? Perhaps it is the creativity and liberty used in designing them, a 
freer process than used by conventional governments. Perhaps it is the 
same sense of adventure that brings them to be armchair historians, ex- 
ploring kingdoms from ancient Judaea to medieval England and beyond. 
No matter how one analyzes it, coins struck by fantasy nations and pre- 
tenders have been fascinating numismatists at least since the early 1800s. 
In fact, the late Colon R. Bruce II helped define the field by writing Un- 
usual World Coins. His book was published in six editions by Krause 
Publications. Since so many fantasy coins are in the hands of collectors 
these days, with more are being struck every year, perhaps it is time for 
a seventh edition. 
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Club Meetings 


Berkshire Coin Club, Meets at the Berkshire 
Museum, 39 South St., Pittsfield MA. on the fourth 
Sunday of the month at 2 PM. September-May. For 
information (413) 499-1400 


Blackstone Valley Coin & Collectibles Club, Ux- 
bridge Progressive Club, 18 Whitin St., Uxbridge, MA 
01569, Every third Tuesday except July & August. 
Doors open 6:00PM, Meeting 7:00-9:00PM. Auction 
every month. For info call Michael McDonald (774) 
280-4333 


Boston Numismatic Society, New Light Korean 
Church (same location as the the Trinity Church), 730 
Main St., Waltham, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, 
Sept. - June, 7:30 P.M. For information call (617) 
244-1972 (Colony Coin) or e-mail to bosnumsoc@ 
yahoo.com 


Central Connecticut Coin Club, South Windsor 
Public Library, Sullivan Ave., South Windsor, CT. 
Meetings every month on the first Tuesday. For in- 
formation: Gene Forte (860) 290-1522 


Collectors Club of Boston: Meetings fourth Tuesday, 
Sept.-June, 7:00 P.M. Trinity Church, 730 Main St., 
Waltham, MA. For information (781) 938-8167 or 
email williamharkins@ comcast.net 





Currency Club of New England: Trinity Church, 
730 Main St., Waltham, MA; Meetings all at 7:30 P.M 
the first Monday, Oct.-June, except for September the 
second Monday of the month. For information Kevin 
Lafond, P.O. Box 4724, Portsmouth, NH 03802-4724, 
email kglafond@comcast.net or phone (603) 498-2042 


Gateway Coin Club, Ballard Hill Community Cen- 
ter, Corner Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. 
Meetings first Tuesday, 7 P.M. For information call 
(207) 794-6833 


Gorham Coin Club, Meets at the Scarborough Vet- 
erans Home, 290 U.S. Route 1 Scarborough, ME at 
7:00 P.M. on the Ist & 3rd Wednesday of every month. 
For Information contact Alysia Williams phone (207) 
408-1868 or email at blackbeltwizard@ yahoo.com 


Coin Club of Greater New Bedford: Meetings fourth 
Tuesday, 6 P.M. at the Acushnet Public Library, 232 
Middle Rd., Acushnet, MA 02743 For information Pat- 
rick Curran, President, P.O. Box 2991, New Bedford, 
MA 02741. Shows on Sth Sundays at VFW Poirier 
Post 3260, 281 Appleton St., New Bedford, MA or 
visit us on the web at www.ccgnb.com 
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Mansfield Numismatic Society, Mansfield Center 
Library, (Route 89) 54 Warrenville Road, Mansfield 
Center, CT. Meeting 4th Monday Sept. through April 
(except Dec.) 7:30 P.M. For info www.MansfieldNumis- 
maticSociety.org or call John (860) 429-6970 (6-9 P.M.) 


Nashua Coin Club, Nashua Public Library, 2 Court 
Street, Nashua, NH. Meetings second Wednesday 7 
P.M., except October. www.nashuacoinclub.org 


Newport County Coin Club, Meetings the second 
Tuesday of the month, 6:30 P.M. at the 2nd floor con- 
ference room, Stop & Shop, 199 Connell Highway, 
401-845-2220, (Near Wal-Mart), Newport RI. For 
information contact Carlton Johnson email: Carltonrj@ 
aol.com 


Sterling Coin Club. Meetings the Ist Friday of every 
month at 6:30PM. Sterling Town Hall, Main St. (Rte 
62) Sterling, MA. For info contact tbavosi@HrsRevCycle.com 


Oxford Nipmuc Coin Club, Meetings the 4th Wednes- 
day of each month at the Oxford senior Center, 323 Main 
St., Oxford, MA. For info lisirichard15 @ Yahoo.com 


Pawcatuck Valley Coin Club, Pawcatuck Valley Coin 
Club; Meeting on the third Thursday of the month at 
6:30 P.M, Westerly Senior Center, 39 State St., Westerly, 
RI 02891- Information at www.pawcatuckvalleycoin- 
club.com 


Southbridge Coin & Stamp Club, Sturbridge Coffee 
House, 407B Main St., Sturbridge, MA. Meetings at 
7:30PM on the third Friday of each month, For info 
contact Mark gluemark@gmail.com 


Stoneham Coin Club, United Methodist Church, 273 
Vernon Street, Wakefield, MA. Meetings on the Ist and 
3rd Wednesday of the month from 6 to 8 PM. Auctions 
on the second meeting of the month. For info, contact 
Jim Keefe (Cell: 781-420-9997, Home 781-620-0502) 


West Springfield Coin Club, Church of the Good 
Sheperd, Elm Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings 
second Sunday, September - June, 7 P.M. 


Worcester County Numismatic Society, St Joseph’s 
Hall, 8 Central St., Auburn, MA. Meetings second 
Friday, September - June, 7:00 P.M. Doors open 6 pm. 
YN meeting @ 6:15. For information: Mike Simpson 
at 508-667-9968 or WCNS, PO Box 1079, Douglas, 
MA 01516 or www.worcestercoinclub.org 


To list club meetings and activities in upcoming issues 
of NENA NEWS, send information along with your 
name, title and telephone number to: NenaNews@ 
NenaCoin.org 


Obituary 
Roger H. Durand, 1935-2022 





if wiry 
The New England Numismatic Association is sad to announce the pass- 
ing of member Roger H. Durand, collector and author of U.S. Obsolete 
Currency books. He was predeceased by his second wife, Cheryl. He is 
survived by his first wife, Claire and his daughter Karen and three sons, 
Roger, Jr, Timothy and Christopher. 


Roger’s interest in collecting had its roots in Rhode Island where he start- 
ed collecting coins and Civil War Tokens. His interests changed about 
1970 and he became interested in paper money, especially the obsolete 
type from the State of Rhode Island. Roger shared what he learned from 
his hobby with others by writing about it. His first book, The Obsolete 


Continued on next page 
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Banknotes of Rhode Island and the Providence Plantations is considered 
the bible of Rhode Island paper money. He also published a series of 
thirteen books following the theme, Interesting Notes about Interesting 
Bank Notes. Then, in 2011 he published the profusely illustrated 85 large 
page book, The Fabulous Roger H. Durand Santa Claus Notes Collection. 


Roger served the collecting community as an officer in the various local 
clubs he belonged to and when regional and national clubs beckoned, he 
also served in various capacities there also. He was a past president of 
the Society of Paper Money Collectors, a past president of the Currency 
Club of New England, a past president of the Western Rhode Island Coin 
and Stamp Association and past president of the Pawtucket Numismatic 
Society. 


Roger’s involvement in the hobby led to many awards. He received the 
SPMC First Literary Award and two Awards of Merit. He also received 
the Numismatic Ambassador Award at that time given by Krause Publi- 
cations. Roger’s influence was felt throughout the hobby! © 
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YEARLY PUBLICATION DATES & ADVERTISING RATES 


Issue #1 March 1:*....lssue #2 June 1*....Issue #3 Sept.15*....lssue #4 Dec 1st 





Full Page.......... $60 per issue Half Page.......... $40 per issue 
Third Page.......... $30 per issue Inside front or back cover....$65 per issue 
(10% discount for advertising in multiple issues) 
(Please include check with order and to qualify for discount) 


(Deadline for articles is two weeks prior to publication date) 












Ads and Articles Representative.......C. John Ferreri 
P.O. Box #33 Storrs, CT 06268 860-429-6970 
johnnybanknote@yahoo.com 
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Urgently Needed For Nena News! 


Articles wanted for publication 
by Nena member authors! 


The last issue saw the largest amount of member participation in 
many, many years. Eight to nine articles and the new column, “Junk Box 
Reporter” caused the past few issues on the “News” to reach 48-56 pages 
from a nadir of about 24 pages three years ago. This was a welcomed 
development but did empty our reserve of future articles and “Junk Box 
Reporter’ notices. 


We are asking both senior and junior members to contribute by 
penning a short article or two each year so we can continue to share with 
our other members and clubs, what we like to talk and write about. A 
quick perusal through the pages of some of the back- issues should in- 
form one of the various topics that could be enjoyed by the rest of us. 


While we appreciate receiving articles of some length (3-6 pages) 
smaller articles would also do nicely. The column, “Junk Box Reporter” 
has been attractive to readers reporting unusual or numismatic finds of 
value in strange places or under strange circumstances. Everyone seems 
to have a short story that would fit into this column. 


Now that the Covid-19 pandemic seems to be on the wane, you 
may find you have time to write about your numismatic experiences. 
If so, perhaps trying a little authoring for your regional newsletter will 
appear to be attractive to you. Submitting your paper as a Word doc and 
any images as jpgs is helpful. We are always here to help and will gladly 
try to guide you through any attempt at writ ing an article for us! For help 
or information please contact me at johnnybanknote @ yahoo.com. Addi- 
tional contact information may be found on page #3 of Nena News. 


C. John Ferreri, Advertising and Editorial Content 
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|! Important message for authors: 
The ideal formats for Nena News to accept manu- 
j Scripts are: “Word” document for text and “jpg” for 
j images. There are other formats we can often con- 
I vert from but “pdf” format is not easily converted to 
I something compatible for this publication. Manu- 
I scripts in “pdf” format should be sent only to show 
the location where graphics are to be placed. 

Please send “Word” documents and jpgs to: 

I John Ferreri P.O. Box #33 Storrs, CT 06268 


— eee ee ee ee 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
L 


FROM THE MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR 


Renewals for 2022 are arriving at steady rate. Thanks to those who re- 
newed their NENA membership. However, we received several queries 
about when membership expires. The date is at the top of the mailing 
label, and if you are a Life Member, the word “life” is in that spot. 


If your label reads “12/31/2021”, you are in arrears and your prompt 
renewal would be appreciated. Life Members do not have to pay dues 
but we always welcome donations to our programs. Some members have 
paid far in advance and their date reflects that advance. Our record hold- 
er is paid through 2027! 


Thank you for your support to New England’s premier coin club! 
Bob Fritsch, Membership Director 


Notice to Dues Delinquent Members 


For your convenience a “dues return envelope” was provided in the last 
NENA News mailing. Some members may have not noticed it or have 
forgotten. To remain current please check to see if you are paid up to at 
least 12-31-22. If not, you are in arrears. This information will appear on 
the address label of this current “Nena News” issue. If you are not in cur- 
rent status, this issue (March 2022) will be the final issue we can provide. 


If there is a question regarding your membership please contact the mem- 
bership director, Mr. Robert Fritsch at: P.O. Box 3003 Nashua, NH 
03061 or bobfritsch@earthlink.net. 
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